
The Scholarly Publishing Programme of the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf)
Invites you to the  SciELO South Africa - SciELO 25 Years Seminar on

Artificial intelligence detection tools and
editorial decision-making policies

Introduction

Researchers began experimenting with ChatGPT when it was released in November 2022, looking at ways

how they could benefit, and how it could support writing systematic reviews, literature searches,

summarising academic articles, etc. which many publishers wanted to reject before the trend gained

traction and other publishers drafting guidelines on the proper use of this technology. This webinar is aimed

at discussing and gaining clarity on various issues such as editorial and publishing policies, research

processes, and plagiarism.

The celebration of the 25th Anniversary of the SciELO Program in 2023 is held as a global forum and

celebration in favour of research communication in the open science modus operandi in order to maximise

the visibility and scientific, economic, technological, social, and cultural impact of information and scientific

knowledge.

This seminar is SciELO SA’s contribution towards the pre-conference seminar series.

Date: 29 June 2023

Time: 14:30 - 16:30 SAST (08:30 US East Coast)

Venue: Virtual (Zoom)

RSVP: Click here to register (Upon registration, you will receive a confirmation email with login details)

Programme

14:30 – 14:35 Welcome and introductions

Mrs Susan Veldsman (Director: Scholarly Publishing, ASSAf)

14:35 – 14:50 AI in publishing: Challenges and Opportunities

Dr Valda Vinson (AAAS, Executive Editor, Science Journals)

14:50 – 15:05 The ethical use of AI tools in publishing

Dr Daniel Kulp (Committee on Publication Ethics: COPE)

15:05 – 15:20 Can I use ChatGPT to generate a fully AI-authored thesis? Reflecting on prompting strategies 

and useful detection tools

Kirstin Krauss (Worldwide Information Services)

15:20 – 15:35 Panel Discussion

Using Yesterday & Today to educate a professional community at large about AI

Prof Johan Wasserman (Yesterday and Today)

Using AI in editorial decision-making, some legal reflections

Prof Wian Erlank (Potchefstroom Electronic Law Journal)

15:35 – 16:25 Discussions

16:25 – 16:30 Closing remarks and closure

Susan Veldsman (ASSAf)

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ffArgL6XSA2ONWCtkSTV1A#/registration


About the speakers

Mrs Susan Veldsman (Academy of Science of South Africa, ASSAf)

usan is the Director of the Scholarly Publication Unit at the Academy of Science of

South Africa, where she is, among other things, responsible for driving the Open

Science agenda, to raise the visibility, discoverability, and accessibility of South

African scholarly journals, improve the quality of SA research output, and support the

development of policy frameworks in order to facilitate optimal use and access to

publicly funded research. In 2013, she received the Electronic Publishing Trust (EPT)

award for her outstanding contribution to the promotion of Open Access in Devel-

oping countries. Recently, she was the Co-chair of the IAP Report on Combating

Predatory Journals and Conferences, which was launched on 16 March 2022.

Dr Daniel Kulp (Committee on Publication Ethics: COPE)

Dan is the current Chair of COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics) and has been in

publishing for over 27 years. He started in 1996 as a professional full-time editor for

Physical Review B, published by the American Physical Society, and eventually

advanced to the position of Editorial Director for the entire Physical Review portfolio.

In 2020, he joined the Publications Division of the American Chemical Society as

Editorial Director and this past Fall he changed roles to become Senior Director,

Research Integrity & Global Developments. Dan has been involved in all aspects of

publishing including peer review, publication ethics, production, distribution, and

personnel and financial management of journals.

Dr Kirstin Krauss (Worldwide Information Services)

Kirstin Krauss is Research Advisor for Worldwide Information Services (WWIS), where he

plays a leading role in developing research capacity services for the WWIS

Academy. He is also a Visiting Researcher for STADIO Higher Education, in support of

their Masters and Doctoral programmes. He is employed full-time as Business

Development Manager for Iontaofa Intelligence Ltd. (Ireland), where he leads and

oversees client engagement and the development of services for the knowledge

and information provisioning sector. In prior roles, Kirstin served as academic and

Professor at a number of universities in South Africa. His research focuses on ICT for

Development, Critical Ethnography, postgraduate student development, and

mitigating questionable scholarly practices.

Dr Valda Vinson (AAAS, Executive Editor, Science Journals)

Valda is the Executive Editor for the Science journals. In this role she oversees

research content strategy and editorial policy, at Science, Science Signaling,

Science Translational Medicine, Science Immunology and Science Robotics. She

started her career in publishing when she joined the Science staff in 1999 as an

Associate Editor handling research papers in the areas of structural biology,

biochemistry, and biophysics. In 2013 she became Deputy Editor, overseeing

research content in the areas of cellular and molecular biology and biomedicine,

and in 2018 was appointed Editor, overseeing research content in the life sciences

and social sciences at Science. She earned an M.Sc. in Chemistry from the University

of Natal, South Africa, in 1987 and a Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins University in 1992. Her

postdoctoral studies were also undertaken at Johns Hopkins University, where she

focused on structural and biochemical studies of cytoskeletal proteins.

Prof Johan Wasserman (Yesterday and Today)

Johan Wassermann is a professor in History Education and Head of the Department

of Humanities Education at the University of Pretoria, South Africa. His current

research interests include youth and History, teaching issues of controversy in an

African context, identity politics, and School History. He is editor-in-chief of Yesterday

& Today, an accredited South African History Education journal and co-founder of

the NPO, AHE-Afrika. He is a NRF C1 rated researcher.

Prof Wian Erlank (Potchefstroom Electronic Law Journal)

Wian Erlank is a Full Professor of Law at the Potchefstroom Campus of North-West

University, where he currently teaches space law and cyber law. He is an NRF-rated

researcher holding a Y1 rating. His doctoral dissertation, Property in Virtual Worlds,

was completed at the University of Stellenbosch, as a doctoral candidate at the

South African Research Chair in Property Law. He is also on the board of various

international associations, including the Association for Law Property and Society

and the Young Property Lawyers’ Forum (YPLF), and has been an associate editor of

Potchefstroom Electronic Law Journal (PER/PELJ). He is also a member of the SciELO

SA Advisory Committee and previously served as a member of ASSAf's CSPISA.
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