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Definition of open access

In using the term 'open access', we 
mean the free availability of peer-
reviewed literature on the public 
internet, permitting any user to 
read, download, copy, distribute, 
print, search, or link to the full texts 
of the articles. 



Driving force behind open access

Goal of authors:  communication of their 
scholarly work (all papers in all fields,  
interconnected and accessible from any 
researcher’s desk worldwide).
Current status:  authors are not being 
paid for their work, yet the cost of many 
journals is so high that the authors’ 
institutions cannot afford to purchase the 
journal in which the article is printed.



Ultimate goal:  
Interconnected, available

from Les Carr presentation @ ALPSP/OSI meeting



The literature as it is today:  
disjointed, inaccessible for the majority.

from Les Carr presentation @ ALPSP/OSI meeting



Background to the Open Access 
Project

To work towards a solution to the 
problems affecting access to 
scholarly journals, OSI held a 
meeting in Budapest in 2001 of 
leaders who are exploring 
alternative publishing models in the 
field of scholarly communications. 



Background to the Open Access 
Program

The participants concluded that 
open access was the goal and 
agreed on two main strategies for 
achieving it:  
1.  self-archiving (development of 

institutional repositories);
2. alternative (open access) 

journals.



Background to the Open Access 
Project

These conclusions form the basis of 
the Budapest Open Access Initiative 
(BOAI).  OSI’s Open Access Project 
is based upon the principles of the 
BOAI.



Open access journals

A journal which is freely available 
online worldwide and does not rely 
upon the traditional subscription 
based business model to generate 
revenue. 



Open access journals

If they do not charge a subscription 
fee, how do they generate the funds 
necessary to publish the journal?

Open access journals employ a 
combination of new business 
models, among them:



Open access journals

Article processing fee:  when a 
paper is accepted for publication in 
an open access journal, a fee is 
charged to the author’s 
institution/research grant, which 
covers the cost of peer review, 
online publication, etc.



Open access journals

Institutional membership:  
Researchers from member institutions 
have the right to publish an unlimited 
number of research articles in the 
journal without paying the article 
processing fee.
BioMed Central pioneered this model: 
Harvard, Columbia, Czech Academy of 
Sciences, Debrecen University, & UK.



Open access journals

Hybrid model (Walker/Prosser): for 
conversion of subscription-based journal 
to open access.  Authors would be 
presented with two options:

To pay an article processing fee – the paper is 
then made open access on publication.
Not to pay an article processing fee – the 
paper is only available to subscribers.



Open access journals

Advertising:  works best when 
journal’s audience is highly 
specialized (i.e. medical journals)



Business guides for open access 
journals



Business guides for open access 
journals



Business guides for open access 
journals



Publishers convert to open access

Oxford University Press

Company of Biologists

TheScientificWorld



New open access journals

BMC: over 100 titles

PLoS:  $9 million grant to launch 
two new journals:

PLoS Biology – Launched 13 Oct. 2003
PLoS Medicine – To be launched Spring 
2004



Open access journals:  PLoS



Open access journals:  BMC



Open access journals:  BMC



Open access journals:  BMC



Open access journals:  BMC



Directory of Open Access Journals



Institutional repositories

Publicly accessible repository 
(archive) where all the work 
published by researchers/authors 
affiliated with the 
university/academy can be posted 
online. Contributes to the status of 
the institution by displaying the 
intellectual output of the institution. 



Institutional repositories

All work is deposited in the 
repository by using interoperable 
software, which allows the works in 
the repositories to be searched and 
harvested.  Such software is called 
Open Archives Initiative (OAI) 
compliant.  Examples of OAI 
compliant software are DSpace, E-
Prints, CDSware, i-Tor, and 
MyCoRe.



Institutional repository software



Institutional repositories: 
Copyright policy



Institutional repositories



Institutional repositories



Institutional repositories



Institutional repositories



Economic Research

Access to Science:  Exploring New 
Markets for Digital Journals

Prof. Mark McCabe, School of 
Economics, Georgia Institute of 
Technology
Prof. Christopher Snyder, Dept. of 
Economics, George Washington 
University



Funding of open access
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Funding of open access

Howard Hughes Medical Institute: 
Bethesda statement 

Funders of biomedical research 
encourage/support their faculty/grant 
recipients to publish in open access 
journals
Agree to pay article processing fee
Participants signed as individuals, 
follow-up meeting for agencies to 
endorse principles.



Funding of open access

Bethesda statement:
Definition of Open Access Publication
Guidelines for Institutions and Funding 
Agencies
Guidelines for Libraries and Publishers 
Guidelines for Scientists and Scientific 
Societies



Funding of open access

Wellcome Trust (UK)
October 2003 Announcement:

will encourage and support the 
formation of open access journals 
and/or free-access repositories for 
research papers;
will cover the cost of publication 
charges by permitting Trust 
researchers to use contingency funds 
for this purpose.



Funding of open access

Max Planck Society:  Berlin 
Declaration on Open Access to 
Knowledge in the Sciences and 
Humanities

22 October 2003, Berlin



Funding of open access

Berlin Declaration:
Encourages and supports researchers 
and grant recipients to publish in open 
access.
Advocates for research published 
through open access to be recognized 
in promotion and tenure evaluation.



Additional information
Budapest Open Access Initiative:  
http://www.soros.org/openaccess/
Directory of Open Access Journals: http://www.doaj.org/
SPARC:  http://www.arl.org/sparc
Public Library of Science:  http://www.publiclibraryofscience.org
BioMed Central: http://www.biomedcentral.com
Open Archives Initiative:  http://www.openarchives.org/
SciX Project:  http://www.scix.net/
Open Archives Forum:  http://www.oaforum.org/
Project Romeo:  
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/ls/disresearch/romeo/
Max Planck Society: http://www.zim.mpg.de/openaccess-
berlin/news0321.pdf
Wellcome Trust:  
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/en/1/awtvispolpub.html



Thank you.

Melissa Hagemann
Program Manager
Open Access Project
Information Program
Open Society Institute
mhagemann@sorosny.org


