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Felloow Mambers of the Congress, family, and friends. T
hegin by offering my thanks to you for the honor of serving
as the 34th President of this society. I am honorad o follow
in the feotsteps of s0 many of the past presidents for whom
1 have great respect.

My greatest thanks go to my family. T want to acknowl-
adge my mother Mary Jane Fdney and thank her for her
encouragament and wisdom over these many years. [t goes
without =aying that were it not for her, 1 would not be
standing before you today. &s we all know a busy surzical
career takes precious time away from our families. | thank
my children for their understanding, unselfish and ungques-
tioning support of my career over the past 23 years. Most
importantly, T want to thank my best friend and wife, Deb-
hie, for her encouragement, support, and infections enthu-
siasim.

All of us are able 1o identify kay individuals who have
had a particularly profound impact on our careers. Although
there are many. 1 would like 1o take a few moments fo
recognize three of those individuals who have played a
particularly significant role on my carea for which 1 am
forever grateful.

Oma of these was the 51st president of thiz society who
just stepped down from the podiom. 1 first mat Gene Moone
in July of 1980 at the Denver General Hospital where ha
was an attending surgeon while 1 was doing my fellowship.
1 was immediately impressad with the determination, tenac-
ity, and sense of focus that he brought o all aspects of his
lite whether it b work, play. or his family. Cene has been
a source of inspiration for mysell and a generation of sur-

James & Edney, M0

and vision for the future of the department that inspired and
reimvigomtad the entire Taculty. This is not meant to ba
consirued in the pejorative sense but Bing is the consum-
mate politician who lad by building consensus and who had
an almost instinctual ability to pick his way through the
political mine feld of academic medicine While 1 leamad
many things about surgery from Ring, his most valuable
lesgon was how to lead by example. Bing has become ona
of the great leaders in American surgery today and o model
for the ideal department chaimman.

Finally, I want to recognize our 44th President and my
good friend David Feliciano., My first mamory of Dr. Feli-
ciano was one of foreboding when at this meeting many
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