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THE DUAL
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The burden of this paper is that we need a clear understanding of o
the dual number for a full appreciation of the literary effect of the i

Homeric texts.

It is generally felt that the use of the dual number in Greek is often
arbitrary, not to say capricious. Usually, something is regarded as arbi-
trary either because it is completely chaotic or because it departs mark-
edly from some accepted norm. In the latter case, of course, the trouble
may actually be that the accepted norm should never have been set up i
as a norm in the first place. The norm offered by grammars of Greek
is that the dual is used with natural pairs (e.g. Smyth (1920 [1956]),
§999). The purpose of this paper is to show that that norm is not sup-
ported by the language itself, and that it can be replaced by another
norm in respect to which the usage of the texts is not arbitrary.

Table I presents the results of a count of all instances in the [liad of
references to the natural pairs indicated: two words for eyes, one each
for ears, shoulders, hands, knees, and feet.

[t will be seen at a glance that the one word for eyes—tooe—appears -
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